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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

1 . Claims 1-54 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-14, 16-21, 23-29, 31-37, 39-41, 43-49 and 51-54 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cobb et al, (Cobb), US 5,119,377. 

As per claims 1, 36, Cobb discloses: 

- receiving a call for one service function from a service function call within one 
application program (col 2, lines 57-62, col 3-7) 

- performing a series of test operations when executing the service function 
call... each identifier is associated with one error state (col 2, lines 48-68, col 
3, lines 1-38, col 7, lines 1-5) 

- if one test operation failed, transmitting the iderntifier... caused the test 
operation to fail (col 3, lines 1-60, col 6, lines 45-50, col 8, lines 38-57, col 8, 
lines 33-40 and Fig 7). 

As per claims 2, 6, 21, 37, 41, Cobb discloses: 

- identifier identifies ... unique location in the service program (col 6, lines 40- 
45, col 5, lines 30-36). 
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As per claims 4. 39. Cobb discloses: 

!■ 

- error handling agent is separate from the service program receiving the call 
(col 3, lines 10-18, Fig 10). 

As per claims 5, 40, Cobb discloses: 

- receiving an identifier from the service program .. error state (col 2, lines 57-62, 
col 3-7, col 2, lines 48-68, col 3, lines 1-38, col 7, lines 1-5) 

- if the received identifier indicates... error occurred ((col 3, lines 1-60, col 6, lines 
45-50, col 8, lines 38-57, col 8, lines 33-40 ). 

For claims 8, 23. 43, (col 7, lines 16-21). 

For claims 9, 24, 44, (abstract, col 3, lines 32-36, col 4, lines 35-43). 
For claims 10, 25. 45, (col 12-15, col 3, lines 31-36). 
For claims 11, 26, 46, (col 3, lines 5-35, col 6, lines 40-45). 
For claims 12, 27. 47, (col 4, lines 9-11). 

For claims 13. 28, 48, (abstract, col 4, lines 20-32, col 7, lines 38-47, colli, 
lines 12-15). 

For claims 14, 29, 49, (col 4, lines 20-43, col 3, lines 5-18). 
For claims 16, 17, 18, 31, 32, 33, 51. 52, 53, (Fig 10). 
For claims 19, 54 (col 3, lines 1-30, Fig 10). 
As per claim 20. Cobb discloses: 

- computer readable medium (col 5, lines 58-60) 

- an application program (col 5, lines 28-35) 
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- a service program (col 5, lines 21-35) 

- at least one service function included in the service program (col 5, lines 21- 
35) 

- an error handling agent (Fig 7) 

- means, performed by the application program, for calling one service function 
in the service program (col 5, lines 5-35) 

- means, performed by the service program in response to the call to the 
service function (col 5, lines 3-37) 

- performing a series of test operations ... error state ((col 2, lines 48-68, col 3, 
lines 1-38, col 7, lines 1-5) 

- transmitting the identifier error handling agent ((col 3, lines 1-60, col 6, lines 
45-50, col 8, lines 38-57, col 8, lines 33-40 and Fig 7) 

receiving the identifier... function (col 2, lines 57-62, col 3-7, coi 2, lines 
48-68, col 3, lines 1-38, col 7, lines 1-5) 

generating and transmitting a return code ... service function (col 3, lines 
1-60, col 6, lines 45-50, col 8, lines 38-57, col 8, lines 33-40 ). 

For claim 34, (Fig 10). 

For claim 35, (col 6, lines 40-45, col 5, lines 30-36). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

5, Claims 3, 7, 22, 38, 42, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cobb, US 5,119,377 In view of the background section. 

As per claim 3,7, 22, 38 and 42, Cobb discloses transmitting the identifier 
indicating error to the error handling agent (col 3, lines 10-18). Cobb does not 
specifically disclose " no error" occurred to the agent. However, the background 
section of Cobb' s reference discloses " no error" detection capability (col 1 , lines 26- 
28). The modification would be obvious because one of the ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to debug the program effieciently. 

6. Claims 15, 30 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cobb, US 5,119,377 and further in view of kidder, US 6,708,291. 

As per claims 15, 30 and 50, Cobb does not specifically disclose detecting 
change in a version number of the service program; accessing an updated directory 
reflecting changes ... service program; and replacing the directory with the updated 
directory ... error information. However, Kidder discloses detecting change in a version 
number of the service program (Kidder, col 10, lines 48-65, col 23 lines 20-45), 
accessing an updated directory reflecting changes ... service program (col 23, lines 25- 
45) and replacing the directory with the updated directory ... error information (col 21, 
lines 34-55, col 30, lines 8-10, col 30, lines 63-67 and col 31, lines 1-15). The 
modification would be obvious because one of the ordinary skill in the art would be 
motivated to identify the error and handle the error efficiently. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

TITLE: Managing hardware and software configuration information of systems being 
tested , US 6701519 B1 

TITLE: Real-time test controller, US 6557115 B2 

TITLE: System and method for handling a failure reporting conversation, US 6665824 

TITLE: System, method, and article of manufacture for test maintenance in an 
automated scripting framework, US 6701514 B1 

TITLE: Method and apparatus for testing a computer system through software fault 
injection, US 6701460 81 

TITLE: Diagnostic methodology for debugging integrated software, US 6163858 A 

TITLE: System and methods for improved program testing , US 5475843 A 

TITLE: Multiprocessing system having coherency-related error logging capabilities, US 
5862316 A 

TITLE: Monitoring error conditions in an integrated circuit, US 6598177 B1 

TITLE: System and method for fault handling and recovery in a multi-processing system 
having hardware resources shared between multiple partitions, US 6594785 B1 

TITLE: Fault monitor for restarting failed instances of the fault monitor, US 6718486 B1 

TITLE: Method and system for testing hardware and/or software application, US 
6279124 B1 
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TITLE: Automated testing of software application interfaces, object methods and 
commands, US 5708774 A 

TITLE: Method and apparatus for implementing user-definable error handling 
processes, US 6334193 B1 

TITLE: System and method for dynamically detecting unchecked error condition values 
in computer programs, US 6378087 B1. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Chameli Das whose telephone number is 703-305-1339. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:00 A.M. to 3:30 

P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner*s 
supervisor Tuan Dam can be reached at 703-305-4552. The fax number for this 

group is: (703) 872-9306. 

An inquiry of general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is 

703-305-9600. 




